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for higher ends; it is to divert human effort from the
mundane plane to the higher plane of divine happiness,
which in itself is not the ultimate goal, although it is
far superior and of longer duration.

This idea has been very well brought out in simple
Kannada language by Sri Jagannatha Dasarya.

(1) "The paramount object to be gained is Vaikuntba. BappJ-
ness enjoyable in Maharloka and the like is not so important.
Enjoyment of pleasures in this world is of the least impor-
tance. Hence^ serve the Destroyer of demons with great de-
votion and secure freedom from sorrows. At no time does
the Father of the spouse of Bharatidevi forsake those that
appeal to Eim." fff.K.S. 16-14)

(2) "Just as a mother mixes medicine with sweetened water and
makes the sick child drink Jt, the all-knowing Lord,- Sri Ve-
davyasadeva, also known as Badarayana, said at the begin-
ning ofSrimad Bhagavatam that the object of life is to
earn merit in order to enjoy heavenly pleasures; this was just
to create interest in a still higher end." (KK.S. 16-15)

All the Vedas and the other Vedic literatures de-
clare that 'MuktP is the main goal to be achieved.

Those who want to gain 'Mukti5 (unmixed happi-
ness in the Eternal Abode), must develop devotion to
god. (Bhakti).

Mahatmyajnanapurvastu sudrdbahsarvato^dhikah,
Sneho bhaktiriti prokta taya muktir na canyatha.

Thus Srimad Anandatirthacarya has asserted.
Understanding the greatness of the Supreme Lord to
the best of one's ability, one must develop greater
friendship with the Lord than with one's own kith
and kin or other connections. Such intimacy is known
as true devotion or Bhakti. Freedom from the cy-
cle of births and deaths and happiness in the Eter-
nal Abode can be achieved only by such devotion; not
by any other means. If such devotion is to be devel-
oped we should rightly apprehend the Lord's eightfold